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ee 
10 HAWKERS. 


At Wolverhampton, Tam told, a man has 
been taken into custody, and held in prison 
till the next day, and then discharged. This 
man was selling my Register in that town, op 
the market day. If he willeome to London, I 
will pay his outvide coach hire and other 
expences, in order that steps may be taken 
to obtain bim redress, or, at least, to make 
a full expustre of the matter. He must 
bring with him the full Christian and Sir- 
names of the Magistrate who caused him to 
be imprisoned, and must be ready to make an 
affidavit of all the circumstances.—At Co- 
ventry, some proceedings, of a somewiliat 
similar uatnre, have taken place. I wish both 
the men wh» have been arrested at Coventry, 
and again discharged, also to come to Lon- 
don, prepared with all the names and dates 
and every thing necessary to the aduption of 
proper proceedings. I wivh all these persons 
to be here on, or immediately after, the 
eighteenth of February, but not before. 








ADVERTISEMENT. 


Some parts of the last nomber, owing to 
anerror of the press, were marked Volume 
33 iv place of Volume 32.—The whole of the 
nambers hapinuing with No. 15 of Vol. 31, 
in Short all the numbers of the Register which 
have been published in a cheap form, are now 
reprinting, and will be ready for delivery in 
the course of next week. They will all then 
be in the pamphlet form; and will make, 
when put together, a nice little cheap book. 


~—As soon as possible, the former part of 


Volume 31; that is to say, from the month 
of Jane last up to the time when the Cheap 
Reyisters began, will be reprinted, and will be 
sold for about Twenty-pence! so that then, 
every body will be enabled to have the whole 
of Volume 31 for about Four Shillings; and 
those who may already have the latter part 
ef the numbers of that volume, in the 
Pamphlet form, may have the former part 
of that volume for about Twenty pence, 
as I said before.—E have altered my plan 
with regard to Paper against Gold. 1 shall 
roake av addition to it, bringing the history 
of Paper Meney down to the preseut time, 
and also of the debt, taxes, &c. I shall 


Print two editions of it, one, upon fine 
large paper, to be retailed for ten shillings; 
and one, for the use of schools, and of young 
persons in general, to be sold retail for four 
+lillings, bound in boards.—This new arrange- 
incut will cause a week’s delay in the Prb- 
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lication.—I am also preparing a work to be 
entitled, “ CoBBETT’s PARLIAMENTARY 
‘* Recister,” which will include a complete 
abridgement of the Proceedings of the whole 
Session in one Volume, with all aseful pudlic 
accounts, &c. ‘This will be published at the 
close of the Session, and will be sold for ten 
shillings an large paper, and four shillings 
upon the common paper. 
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A Letter 
TO 


LORD SIDMOUTH. 


On calling out the Yeomanry, f$ceo-On 
the Prince's Speech.—The Vulgar hare 
eyes to see.—Base Demagogues.—Lord 
Cochrane’s motion in defence of the 
Reformers.—Liverpool Vestry Extraor- 
dinary. 


* 


London, 30th Jan. 1817. 


My Lorp.—It is now about 27 
years, since Burke, who soon after- 
wards became a great pensioner for 
life, with a reversionary pension to 
his wife, and on whose executors, for 
three lives, two large gran@® of the 
public money, annually paid out of 
the taxes, is settled; it is now about 
27 years since that man drew his 
quill against the Parliamentary Re. 
formers, whom he designated by ail 
sorts of foul appellations, and, to 
stifle the principics of whom, he cried 
aloud for that war, which, after hav- 
ing, by its final success on the Con- 
tinent of Europe, restored the Bour- 
bons and the Inquisition, has left thi 
country ina state of misery, which I 
believe to be without a parallel in the 
history of civilized man. It is now 
about 24 years, since Mr. Gury (now 
Lord Grey) presented to the House 
of Commons a Petition on the subje¢} 
of the state of the represeztation, 
and praying for a Reform of that 
House. That petition has laid on 
E 
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the table of the Huuse from that} ber of prisoners tried in 1792, was 
day to this, and wothing has been | one hundred und six; and that the 
done respecting it. Nv one has | number of prisoners tried for the same 
ever attempted to deny its altegafions, | County in 1816 was five hundred and 
ur any part of them. It is now | twenty. ‘There can be little doubt, 
about 24 years since the sword was | that the iucrease of crimes is in near- 
dvawn, and the leagues entered into ly the same proportion throughout 
against the people of France, and the whole kincdom; and, surely, a 
siace new, and heretofore unheard of, | more me lancholy fact Bever Was made 
were passed to keep | kuown to the werld. 


penal statutes 
When the war was @f an end: 


dewn the spirit of Jacubinisin, as it | 


was called, but which was 
ouly in the shape of Refurm. 
Now, my Lord, look back over 
these years of prosecutions, imprison- 
meuls, transportings, hangings, quar- 
terings, and bloodshed, in every way in 
which blood can be shed! Look back 
across.this scene of human woe, and | 
redect on the situation of this king dom 
at the outset of the contest! ‘in the 
year 1792, before the fatal war began, 
the anoual expesice Ot: account of the 


Debt was less than nine millions; that’ 
charge is now more than forty-four | 
The annual amount of the. 


anillionss 


poor-rates was then about fico and « 


quarter mijlions 5 that amount was,” 


last year, eight millions, and, this , 
‘London newspapers published, under 


‘the title of a speech, deliggred by Six 


probably, be nearer 


year, it will, 
Crimes, 


twelve millions than eight. 


must remember 
‘strains of triumpa the ‘times news- 


(or, at least, 


visible | when the “* neta déctrénes,’? as they 
'were called, had been trampled uader 


foot by our government. aud is allies 
upon the Continent, your Lovdskip 
‘nto what insoleat 


paper and its readers burst forth ! 
However these persons, not satisiied 


yet, then began to put forth their de- 


clarations, that the republic of ude. 
rica must also be subdued ; they said 
Watrer did,) in direct 
terms, that it was necessary to the tran- 
guillity of the world, thatthe American 
Government should be overthrow ; 
that ** this mischievous ezample of the 
“ success of Democratic Rebellion” 
should he destroyed. And, all tie 


the increase of whichis the most cer- | Josren Yorar (one of the Lords ef 
tain as well as the most lamentable | the Adsairalty) in the House of Con- 
proof of an increase of the misery and ' mons, just after the fall of Napoleou, 


degradation ofa people, have increased | 
in a degree egual to the increase of | 
the Debt and Taxes. ‘The whole of | 


the taxes, in 1792, amounted to less 
Last year they | 


than sixteen millions. 
wean. to nearly seventy milions. 
edo not possess an account of all | 


'a declaration, that mere was yet te yin 
for that James Maaison was net 7 
' dethroned ! 

Alas! My Lord, you know but too 
well how that war was carried o6, 
and how it ended! And you also 
huow, that Mr. Manuison, after 4 


ibe crimes in so accurate a way ; | _most glorious career as the Chief Ma- 


but, from returns laid before the | 
Jiouse of Commons up to 1809, it ap. 
peared, that, 


through, crimes had increased with | 


the increase of taacs; and, from a} 
paper, transmitted to me some time 
azo by Mr. W. Goovstan of Wak- | 
WICK, "ee which paper he also trars- 
mitted to Sir Richard Phillips, who 
has tnserted it in his excellent Maga- 
zine for this Month, it appears, that 


fox the Cuouuty of Warwick, the num- | 


taking the country all! 


'gistrate of a free and happy people, 


has now retired to spend his old age 29. 


a private citizen, beholding his country 
| settled in perfect pcaceand uncommos 
| prosperity. 

| And, how does your Lordship, at 
' the end of this quarter of a century o! 
war, find Old England? How doe: 
she stand at the close of this long con- 
test against the principles of deme- 
| cracy, as we called them ? How 
has peace fuundlier? In 1814, whes 
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the Kings and ** Old Blucher” were 
feasted and huzzaed, and when the 
country wasall in a blaze with bonfires 
and illuminations and fires to roast 
oxen; in that hour of the triumph of 
Water and Stewarr and all the 
swarm of corruption; ia that hour of 
drunken joy, I, for my part, not only 
mourned, but I openly expressed my 
mourning, and I gave my reasons for 
that mourning, and put them upon in- 
delible record. I saw that my country 
was rained; I saw that days of deep 
and lasting misery were athand. When 
the overseer of my tything came to ask 
my subscription towards the ox, which 
had been led by my door, decorated 
with orange-coloured ribbons: ** No,” 
said I, ** Mr. Haines, I will keep my 


‘* money for the time, when this baw!- | 


Frpruvary 1, 1817. 








; 






the Sinking Fund, the Funding Sys- 
tem, the effects of Taxation, the Pau- 
perizing degradation, and, indeed, the 
whole of that set of doctrines, by 
which I was distingnished only to be 
censured or ridiculed. 

Now, my Lord, thisis a wonderful 
change! It isa complete revolution — 
in the mind of a whole nation. A far 
more important revolution it is than 
that of 1688, which very justly ex- 
pelled- one Royal Family and intro- 
dueed another in its stead; and, if 
there be any two points, upon which 
men are now more unanimous than 
upon any of the others, connected 
with politics, it is these two; namely ; 
first, that taxation produces misery, 
and misery crimes ; and, second, that 
the only effectual remedy for these 


‘* ing and feasting and boozing will be | dreadful evils, under which the na- 


“ turned into cries of distress and star- 
** vation, which time is at no great dis- 
‘* tance.” Mr. Haines’s civility pre- 


| veoted him from laughing in my face, 


in which respect he was more civil 
than the public in general. But, my 
Lord, a short time has proved my ap- 
prehensions to have been but too well 
tonnded. I had long seen, that the 
system of Paper-Money, and Debts and 
Funds and Standing Armies could not 
go On in peace, without the utter ruin 
and starvation of all labouring classes. 
This was proved in * Paper AGAINST 
“ Goup,” and the principles had been 
aserted and enforced by me many 
years before. It was under this con- 
viction, that, so early as the year 
1804, when the annual charge of 
the Debt was not much more than 
the half of its present amount, I 
most anxionsly laboured to produce 
d change of system. After thirteen 
years of unpopularity and obloguy, I 
have lived to see the truth of my opi- 
hiuns reeognized by ninety-nine hun- 
credths of the people, and not openly 
denied, or, if denied at all, by 
Mere assertion, unsupported by any 
show of argument. 
see more than a hundred public news- 
pépers adopting all my formerly re- 
Webated doctrines about ince Debs 








'serted, that you paid me mouey 
i have lived to. 


tion ia now smarting, writhing aod 
groaning, is, a radical Reform in the 
Commons’, or People’s iouse of Par- 
liament. Upon these points the pub- 
lic mind is made up. The truth of 
the positions has been demonstrated 
so clearly ; and the impression of this 
truth upon the public mind is so 
deeply engraven, that it is impossible 
for any human power to remove it. 
This being the state of things, it is 
hardly necessary for me to tell your 
Lordship, that your Letter to the 
Lord Licutenant of the County of 
Leicester, as published in the Courrer 
of Saturday last, has given me an un. 
common degree of pain, and especi- 
ally as being signed with your name. 
Saving much of disapprebation, which 
I have often expressed: with as much 


‘openness asl dared, } have had some 


things to say in cordial approbation 
of your [.ordship as one of the ser- 
vants of the king ; and, { shall always 
recollect, that, when, just upon the 
eve of that trial which ended in so 
heavy a punishment on me, some of 
the base wretches of the press had as- 
for 
writing a paper, in 1805, calling 
upon the people to defend their coun. 
try agaiust the menaced attack of the 
Myeuch 3.1 shali always recollect, with 
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what promptifude and kindness your 


Lordship, in a paper under your own 


Letren ro Lorp Stomoutu. 


[136 


such a measure as this is necéssary, and 


that the ordinary powers of the magis- 


hand, enabled me to refute this base | trates aud peace officers, great as they 


and halignant accusation. There is 


also another fact, which, in justice 


your Lordship I ouglit, at this critical | 


mément, to stdty. And that is, that 
Gittkay, the 
Jsmes’s Street, who, when your Lord- 


ship became prime minister in 1801, 


have been made of late years, are even 


eto! now insufficient to insure the public 


tranquillity; and that, too, though we 
have a large standing regular army, 


| 
cori¢aturisé of St. | such as our forefathers never dreamt 
| 


of, and while we have actually a large 


'army of Englishmen in France for the 


exhibited you in such odious colours, | purpose of preserving tranquillity 


couféssed to the, that he did it, decause. 
you kad stopped his pension of two 
hinal?ed pounds ayear. I céuld men- 
tion others, whose enmity your Lord- 
ship was honoured with on the same 
ground; and, tty real belief now is, 
that if you had had a reformed Parlia- 
meyt to co-operate with you, England 
would have recovered from her blows, 
and would have been, at this day, a 
flourishing, happy and contented na- 
tion. But, alas! the system was too 
strong for your wishes. You were 
compelied, either to sink, or to go 
with the stream. : 

In your letter to the Lord Lieute- 
nant, you call upon him to recom- 
mend to the Magistrates to swear in 


the respectable house-holders as Spe- 


dial Constables for a space of time not 


less than three months, and also to | 


communicate to the commanders of 
Yeomanry Corps ‘the wish of the go- 
verument that they would hold their 
Corps in a state of preparation to 
afford prompt assistance to the Civil 
Authorities, in case of wecessity; and 
your Lordship tells him, that the | 
rcagon is, that it is, ** expedient under | 
“the present circumstances of the 
“ Country, that the Civil Powershould 
“be strengthened.” This being the 
reason for the measure, itis of great 
importance to euquire, what those 
circumstances of the Country readly are. 
Great must have been your Lord- 
ship's grief, when you put your hand 
to this Letter; for, what docs it say: 
Why, that, after a quarter of a cen- 
tury of taxation, paupering, loans 
and wars, a peace has been obtained 
with all the world, and that, at the end 
of more than two years of this peacc, 


there, and of upholding the faanily of 
Bourbon. This is what your Lord. 
ship’s letter will say to all the world. 
What then are these ** Circumstan. 
** ces of the Country?” Are they such 
as to call for military force?” But, I 
will postpone the consideration of this 
question till [ come to offer your 
Lordship some remarks on the latter 
part of the SPEECII delivered to the 
Parliament on Tuesday last. That 
} Tuesday, my Lord, was a very impor- 
i tant day. It will, hereafter beso con. 
sidered; and, as I was a cunsiderable 
actor in that day’s affairs, LI will by 


/as they came within my knowledge, 
without the smallest disguise or reser- 
vation. f will tell your Lordship all 
the secrets of the Reformers, and then 





you will see clearly what sort of mea- 
| sures are necessary in order to put 
them down. 

The first part of the Speech I shall 
| pass over, the war against Algiers and 
the wars in Hirdostan being of not so 





; much importance in my eyes as the 
case of only one single starving Eng; 
lish Manufacturer. But, the state of 

| the revenue and of the finances is of 

real importance, and therefore, of the 
part of the Speech, which relates to 
that I shall take particular notice. 

His Royal Highness, the Regent, is re- 

presented to have said ** I have ct 

‘rected the Estimates for the cu’ 

“rent year to be laid before yo: 

6 They have been for med upon a fi’ 

© consideration of all the present ci” 

‘¢ cumstances of the eountry, wit’ 

“an anxious desire to make eve?! 
“reduction in our establishmes" 
** which the safety of the empire a+ 


2 








and 5y give the history of them, as far. 
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** sound policy allow. I recommend 
the state of the Public Income and 

ae ‘xpenditure to your carly and se- 
‘‘ rious attention. I regret to be under | 


the necessity of informing you that | ! 


‘* there has been a deficiency inthe pro- 
‘+ duce of the Revenue in the last year ; 
** but I trust that it is to beascribed to 
** temporary causes; and I have the 
** consolation to believe that you will 
* tiud it practicable to provide for the 
** public service of the year, without 


** making additions to the burthens of | 
‘“the people, and without adopting , 
stem } 


“‘ any measure znjurious to that s: 
“by which the pudiie credit of the 
** country has been hitherto sustained.” 

Now, my Lord, first 
remind you aud the nation, that I said, 
last year, that this would be the case; 
that, for several years, I have been 
warning the government of what has 
now happened; that I specifically 


foretold, that the Revenue would fail | 


off thus, and especially in a letter, 
published in the Register in the month 


of October, 1815, where not only this. 


consequence was Clearly pointed out, 


but where also the causes were fully | 


developed, and developed so clearly as 
to show, that subjects of this nature 


Were not, as Mr. Dawson appears to | 


suppose, ** gute abuce the eompreken- 
** ston of the vuLGan.” Indeed, my 
Lord, L believe that there are now 
very 
clearly understand these matters, or, 
at least, of that part of the people, who | 


crmit me to | ! 


‘between manand man. 
Objects worthy of the attention of a 
few of the people, who do not | 
'mendously diminished ; and without 
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my No. 15, of Vol. 31, which number 

was written on the twelfth of October 
j last, shown, as I think very clearly, 
that there would be good ground for 
trust and consolation ; but short of 
ithe measures there pointed out, d can 
see no such ground. Jt is tome, my 
| Lord, quite melancholy te hear Gen- 
itlemen in high station founding their 
i hopes on the possible revival of com- 
} merce, by which they always mean 
| external trade ; and to hear our cala- 

mities imputed to the loss of our custo- 
mers adroad, If this doctrine were 
correct, there would be no hope ; for, 
not only are the very roots of that 
commerce cut up, but arival commerce 
has grown up to supply its place. Bat, 

my Lord, it is internal trade anleom- 
“merce; it isthe fruit of our soil ; 
is the production of our labour ; it is 
the value of our capital ; it is the quick 
movement of money from hand to 
hand; it is the production and re-pro. 
duction ; itisthe creation of the means 
of health and: strength ; it is the fair 
distribution of these means; it is the 
happiness of the people; it is the 
‘importantetiect of that confidence be. 
itween man and man in pecuniary 
‘affairs, which makes one man’s word 
be received as money by another man ; 
it is that invaluable thing called credit 
These are the 


_—---—-, 


statesman, <All these have been tree 


a very great change in that identical 


have been long in the practice of read- | system of what is called public credit, 


ing my writings. 
I knew the Revenue would fall off, 


and I now say, that it will not, dasiig | 


the year 1817, yield a clear amount of 
more than 35 millions. | give this as 
my decided and settled opinion. My | 
Lord, { wish with all 1 my heart L could 
sec that ground for (rast and conso/a- 
tion, which his Royal Highness has 
told the Parliament he perceives. But I 
really can see no such ground, unless | 
am to conclude that there is a fair pros- 





|and which system his Royal Lizhness 
expresses his wish to see persevered in; 
| frankly confess to your Lordship 
that I do not see the smallest ground 


‘to hope that any part of the nation’s 


sufferings wil] be temporary. 
My Lord, all the means of national 
wealth, power, and happiness, save 





;must arise from the dand. 


and except good jaws and liberty, 
We are 
not, on this account, to esteem those 
who own or who till the jand more 


pect of our secing a radical reform inthe | than we esteem the rest of the com. 


: vommmons’ House of Parliament. Were | 
‘at Reforny to take place, I have, in 


munity 5 but, it is from the land that 
all must arise, It is notorious that 
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those who-till the land of this king- 
dom arcina ruined state. Theave. 
rage price of farm produce bas fallen 
much more than one-half. And, here, 
my Lord, give me leave to remind you 
of an expression of your colleague, 
Lord Castlereagh, towards the close 
of the last session of Parliament. A 
great deal had been said, by Mr. 
Western and others, about the want of 


price. The farmers only wanted price. 


The agricultural correspondents, the 
acricultural societies, all over the 
kinedom ; the movers of resolutions 
in the Flouse of Commons; the au- 
thors of numerous pamphlets, in be- 
half of the poor unfortunate farmers ; 
Lord Sheffield and his wool people at 
Lewes ; the wool-growing delegates 
and their convention: all these se- 
veral individuals, and all these tribes 


of projectors, called aloud for higA | * shillings a quarter ?”’ 
| to a hundred and ten shillings a quar- 
ter, and the distress is greater than 
,ever! 

get drunk at the markets, and to swear ! 


price ; bigh price was what they want- 
ed; give them but high price, and 
thev would continue to pay taxes, to 


at and ride over people, on their 
return home. 
Castlereagh, in the month of May mat 
** then the distress is temporary only 
** for F perceive that wheat is rising in 
‘¢ price. T see that in Scotland wheat | 
“is already got up to eighty shillings 
‘ the quarter, and it is not likely that 
é< it should long keep below that price 
‘im any other part of the kingdom. 
** Auc, when wheat is got up to eighty | 
‘* shillings a quarter all over the king- 
‘“dom; I shall be glad to know 
* where will THEN. be the distress 2’, 
His Lordship’s argument was Very 
fair against Mr. Western, Mr. Coke, 
and the other gentlemen of 4:24 price. 
It was absolutely a fai? (against 
which his countryman, Swift, says 
there is no argument) upon the heads 
of tha silly farmers and their friends: 
but, as against me, and. those who 


thought with me, the ingenious Lord’s 
argumeut was not worth a straw; for, 
J told him, as Ll had told the Corn-bill 
gentlemen a vear before, that Aig/ 
price, unless it were occasioned by | 
fresh bales of paper-money, sent forth | 


| by the Old Lady in 


f14o 


Threadneedle 
Street, and her more than thousand 
children, who are distributed all over 
the country; [ told them, and had 
been telling them for years, that, un- 
less prices were kept up by ¢dzs cause, 
there could be no price, be it as high 
as it might, which would sawe the far. 
mer and the tradesman from ruin, and 
the journeyman and labourer from a 
state approaching to starvation. And 
now, my Lord, pray look at fhe resu/, 
Wheat is now, not egdty shillings a 
quarter, but a 4undred and ten shillings 
a quarter; and that too, your Lord- 
ship will please to observe, while all 
those ports are open, which the silly 
and greedy. farmers were for keeping 
for ever closed. ‘* Where will fen 
“he the distress, seid Lord Castle. 





‘¢ Well!’ said Lord : 


i‘ reagh, if wheat gets up to eighty 


it has got up 


And thus must it go on, unless new 
_ bales of paper money can be got out, 
or unless taxation be greatly reduced, 
The fruit of productive labour is now 
'taken and given to unproductive Je- 
| bour in such a large proportion, that 
| production and 4 etlontion; with all 
their wonderful effects, are daily and 
| hourly diminishing. 7'Azs is the cause 
; and the only cause, of the miseries of 
the country, and of the far greater 
part of the crimes that now blacken 
ithe calenders of the Sessions and the 
assizes. It is curious to observe that 
His Royal Highness has been advised 
to ascribe the national distress partly 
to the ‘*unfavourable state of the 
“ season.” Why, my Lord, it is that 
very season which has caused that 
very 4t%zh price, upon the-return of 
ero the Corn-bill conjurors most 





i] 
‘ 





seriously relied, as the infallible means 
of the renovation of their affairs, and 
;of the restoration of prosperity. So 
‘that here we find ourselves in this 
icuriously interesting dilemma, that, 
bape his Royal Highness is advised 


by his Ministers to lament the exis-_ 


tence of a. season which has casually 
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produced Argh prices, the whole corps 
of land-owners and farmers, divided 
into battalions and platoons throughout 
the counties and the hundreds, are 
bellowing with langs of Stentor, and 
with the constancy of the pendulum 
of aclock, for the creation and conti- 
nuation of dzgh prices, as the onty 
remedy for all our difficulties, and as 
the sole means of restoring the aati®n 
to ease and happiness. 

For us, poor mortals, whom Mr. 


Dawson describes as meddling with. 


matters quite above eur vulgar compre: | 
henston ; for us, it is not to attempt 


to extricate the parties out of this di. | 


lemma, and I will, therefore, with 
your Lordship’s permission, proceed 
humbly to offer you some observa. 
tions on the other parts of the speech. 


}tis Royal Highness expresses his | 


sitisfaction, at having to inform the 


Parliament that the new Silver Coin. 


will immediatety find its. way into 
circulation ; and he is pleased to ex- 
press his ‘trust that this measure 
‘*will be productive of considerable 
“ advantages to the trade and internal 
** transactions of the country.” 

Now, my Lord, though one of the 
* vulgar,” 
rome portion of my attention to sub- 


jects connected with money and ear. | 
1 do, indeed, perceive great . 


rency. 
advantages that will ultimately result 


irom the sending forth of a silver, 


coinage, consisting of pieces having a 
txed and intrinsic value; and [, for 
one of the vulgar, thank his Majesty’s 
ministers for this measure. lt will 
drive out of circulation a considera- 
ble quantity of that fictitious — 
of those despicable and dirty rag 

which have long been an eye-sore ved 
me. Weshall now, to a limited ex- 
tent at any rate, hear our tills once 
again rattle, our pockets chink with 
‘ne sound of something real ; 
men are brought to the callows for 
counterfeiting here, it will be, as in 
good old times, for counterfeiting the : 
King’s coin. And permit -me here to: 
express a hope, that, when a gold 
coinage comes out, it will come out, 


Feravany't, 


[ have presumed to turn | 


and, if : 





1Sl7. 
pe 
under the old-fashioned names of gxi- 
neas and Aalf-guineas, and net, as the 
newspapers told us it would, amder 
the name of soveraigns and deri sotes 
retpns, which would have seemed to 
indicate a sort of longing for that 
doctrine of deri/imecy, which, as your 
Lordship well knows, is contrary ta 
all the principles which were enter. 
tained by our forefathers, which are 
recorded by al! the great writers on 
our Jaws, aud which were never at- 
tempted to he deviated from without 
producing revolution or civil war. 
| But, my Lord, what advantage, in 
any otherrespect than that mentioned 
_above, are we to derive from the iscue 
of new silver coin? For every shilling” 
| which I receive in this new silver coin, 
'{ must give a shilling, either in the de- 
based silver of the present day, or in 
some of the aforesaid rags. ‘Therefore, 
I can see no possibility of an increase 
upon the whole of the quantity- of cir- 
culating medium from this cause, and, 
consequently no increase of the means 
of paying taxes. But, [ will tell you 
, what [can see, and that is, a strong 
returning affection for real monev, 
and a proportionate disaffection for its 
usurping representative. In short, 
my. Lord, the new coinage will, i 
various ways, produce, in my opinion, 
a diminution of the whole quantity of 
circulating, medium, that is to say, if 
the coins be of their former real value; 
and if they be not of their former 
real value, the coin of the country 
will have undergone a permanent al- 
iteration. Still, however, this will not, 
in any considerable degree, lessen 
the effect which I contemplate, and 
‘at any rate, it appears to me quite im- 
: possible that trade and internal trans- 
{actions can become more brisk, can, 
: furnish more employment, can increase 
‘in magritude and celerity, in conse- 
quence of this. issue; and, therefore, 
, 1 must ascribe to that. want of com- 
| prehension, whieh Mr. Dawson so 
_indulgently ascribes to the vulgar, my 
‘incapacity to understand this part of 
the speech of his. Royal Highness. 
For the ten thouztnéth time, permit 
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méto say it, my Lord, (for I have 
proved it above a hundred severa! 
times) that it is the diminution which 
has taken place in the whole quautity 
of the circulating medium, that has 
been the proximate cause, or, to speak 
in the language of the vu/gar, in de- 


Letter to Loap Srpsouta. 


fis 


‘¢ whilst I observe with peculier satis. 
** faction the fortitude with which so 
‘¢ many privations have been borne, 
* and the active éenerdlence which hag 
“¢ deen employed to mitigate them, L am 
“6 persuaded that the great sources of 





** our national prosperity, are essential- 


ference to Mr. Dawson, the nearest | ** ly unimpaired, and | entertain a con. 


cause of the ruin of so many 
sands of farmers and tradesmen of all 
descriptions; that has produced, all 
of a sudden, so many bankrupts, and 
that has sent so many honest and in- 
dustrious men and their families, to 
those Poor Houses which now swarm 
like so many beeshives. Oh! no, my 
Lord, it is not a “* sudden transition 
“6 from war to peace,” it is not this; 
but it is a sudden transition from 
paper-money, worth from thirteen to 


Jfleen shillings the pound note, to 


a paper-money of which the pound 
note is worth ‘wenfy shillings; or, in 
other words, it is a sudden transition 
from taxes to the amount of thirteen 
shillings to taxes to the amount of 
twenty shillings ; and this accompanied 
too, with all the astonishing effects 
of astate of things, in which a pound 
note moves from hand to hand but twee, 
where it used to move from hand to 
hand, probably eight or ten times.— 
But, having the fear of Mr. Dawson 
before my eyes, aud knowing that 
he will not include your Lordship 
amongst the vulgar, I will not pre- 
sume to trespass upon your time by 
extending my observations upon this 
subject, and we hasten to the con- 
cluding, and much most important 
port of his Royal Highness’s speech, 
iv the following words: 

“© The. distresses consequent upon 
‘‘the termination of a war of such 
‘© ynusual extent and duration, have 
‘* been felt, with greater or icts se- 
“ verity, dhroughout all the nations of 
‘¢ Burope ; and have been considera~ 
“bly aggravated by the unlavourabie 


thou-* ‘¢ fident expectation that the mative 


“energy of the country will at no diss 
* tant period surmount all the diffi- 
‘culties in which we are involved.— 
‘*¢ In considering our internal situation 
‘¢ you will, I doubt not, feel a just 


1** endignadion at the attempts which 
*¢ have been made to take advantage cf 


‘6 the distresses of the eountry, for the 
“© purpose of ereiting a spirit of sedition 
‘Sand violence.x—I am too well con- 
*¢ vinced of the loyalty and good sense 
“of the great body ef his Majesty’s 
‘¢ subjects, to believe them capable 
*¢ of being perverted by the arts which 
‘Sareemployed to seduce them; but I 
‘¢am determined to omit no precau- 
**tions for preserving ‘the public 
‘peace, and for counteracting the 
‘designs of the disaffected; and J 
rely with the utmost contidence on 
‘* your cordial support and co-opera. 
‘¢ tion, in upholding a system of law 
“and government, from which we 
** have derived inestimable advantages, 
‘¢ which has enabled us to conclude, 
‘with unexampled glory, a contest 
‘6 whereon depended the best inte. 
*¢ rests of mankind, and which has 
* been hitherto felt by ourselves, as it 
“Cis acknowledged by other nations, 
“to be the most perfect that has ever 
66 fallen to the lot of any people: 

My Lord, it is out cf my power to 
say, preeiscly, what is the situation of 
the peopte ‘* throughout all the ua- 
‘tions of Rurope,”’ “here the sove- 
reigns have formed what ¢dhey calla 
Hoty Allzance; and [ can easily be- 
plieve, that there is distress enengh in 
I'rance, where the massacre of Pro- 





<< state of the Season.—Deeply as 1; testants immediately succveded the 


“‘Jament the pressure of these evils: 


| restoration of the House of Bourbon, 


“ upon this country, I am sensible | and in Spain, where the restorativi 


‘(that they are of a nature not fo ad- 
saat of aa vamediate remedy; but 


poe the Luquisition Immediately suc. 


‘ceeded the restoration ef the same 
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House. I can easily beljeve, also, 
that the Bourbons and bigutry have 
put failed to bring misery in their 
train in re-occupying the beautiful 
provinces of Italy. But, my Lord, | 
co notlike, when comp risons are set 
on fuot, to confine my view to Europe, 
and-t0 those countries which are as 
mach strangers to the laws of kvgland, 


an@te the principles and manners of | 
ourencestors, as they are to the lan. | 
i prefer rather, if | 
a comparison must be forced upon me, | 
to cast my eyes, for the subject of that | 


guage of England. 


comparison, to that country which, 
being the haunt of savages and wild 
beasts, about a hundred years ago, was 


then first visited by Kiglishmen, and | 


in which country, by the legislation 
of a Penn, and by the writings of a 
Pains, and by men acting spon their 
principles ol lecislation and of politics, 

a government has been raised and a na- 
tion has grown up, worthy to be refer- 
red toas asubject of comparison upon 
an occasion like the present. ‘That 
country too, my Lord, has been at 
war, and has been engaged in a 
war of no common magnitude and in 

terest. A free people have there been 
called forth to defend, single-handed, 

not their exposed shores only, but 
their fowns, their metropolis, the pub- 
Je buildings of which they have secn 
in tlames ; ‘put their very houses; and 
not only their fire. sides, but their ded. | 
sides, against the single- hi inded efforts 
of this mighty netion. War was not 
a thing dalked of in America: it was 
a thing felt. 
that war (and | beg your Lordship to 
note weil the fact,) though the coun. 
try was actually invaded in mary 
neints at once; though one district 
Lad actatally been compelled to yield 
obedience, as a conquest, to the arms 
of the enemy, and though the capital 
city was in finmes. and the execative 
authority compelled to retreat from 
it; though this was.the situetion of 
that country, Mr. President Maptson, 
to his immortal honour be it recorded, 
never called for, never solicited, never 
received, 
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of protection to his government, than 
that which he derived, in times of 
profound peace, from the settled 
course of the laws, and from the ordi. 
wary proceedings of courts of jnstire ; 


| uor was there one single Americano, 


perilous 


conflict, punished, or imprisoned, on 


:a charge of rebellion, sedition or dise 
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any other support Or means 4 is Bova Hivhne 


affection. 

Well, my Lord! prace came to 
America. That free country was again 
blessed with peace; and, as your 
Lordshipvery well remembers, nothing 
could possibly come more suulde my. 

came at a time when no human 
cing expected it. Yet, tha ** sudden 
fransttion from war to peace” produced 


it 
be 


|in that country none of those dreadful 
, effects, which we now witness in our 


own; and, since his Royal Highness 
has been advised by his ministers to ime 
troduce a comparison into his speech, 
it will, 1 humbly hope, be permitted to 
me to ohserve, that, while his Royat 
Hignnrss has to regret that the revenue 
in England is marked by a defic encd, 
Mr. Mapison has had to congratulate 
the people of America, that their te» 
venue, even witha darge di:ninution of 
the number of taxes, has been marh- 
by a srtplus, to more than ane 
fourth of the amount of the whale 
of the national expenditure! ‘Theres 
though it be generally al- 
‘lowed that. comparisous are odious, 
and though I, for my part, wish by no 
means to make use of a comparison for 


‘the purpose of giving a toue of agerns 
Durieg the whole of} vation to our Suflerings, | most humbhy 
i teust, that, 


secing that the nations of 
Murope have heen so pointedlyrelerred 
to, and produced as a sort of proof 
that national calamity and misery ure 
inseparable from a © sudden transitcon 
« from tap to peace, it will not requis 
any very great effort of charity, cven 
ow the part of Me. Dawson, to find an 
excuse for me, in making this reference 
to the situation of the American re- 
pullic. 

Jamas sensible, (ifa vu/sarman can 
be permitted to be sensible ag all) as 
£8 £399 he i iS, thei the 
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which press upon this country, 
are noi of a nature toaduut of an 
** snimediate remedy ;” that is to say, 
not of a complete remedy, and not 
very immediate ; but TI amin hopes, 
that, if any one will turn his Reval 
Highness’s attention to that Number 
Fificen which Thad the honour tomen- 
tion to your Lordship above, he would 
perceive, that a great deal might be 
gone am mediat <1, and that a.cosmp/ele 
cure for all these evils might ve ‘Ty soon 
heeffected. If by 
his Royal Highness is pleased to al- 
jude to the Soup establishments, I can- 
not say that lL agree with him in view- 
ing them with “ pren/zar satesfurtion.” 
b view them, on the COMUPAFY, 
regret and with shame, especially 
when T recolicct, that there is a code 
of Poor Laws, which ought to insure 
te every person in distress, withont 
any exception, not only the means 
of preserving life, but the tenes of 
comfortable subsistence. Upon the 
same ground J would wish to be ena- 
bled to contradict a statement in the 
Courier, of the twenty-eighth of this 
month, expressing, that beds and 
blankets, from the public stores of 
the navy, had been placed at the dis- 
posal ef your Lordship, as Secretary 
of State, and that you were dispensing 
them to the severa! parishes in and 
near London. tf[n_ the first place, 
my Lord, 1 know of no @aw that 
places in’ the Secretary of State a 
power, to give away at his pleasure, 
any public stores whatever, On the | 
contrary, Lam sure thatit is unlawful, 
oo that the persons, who had legally 
he charge of those stores, are, by 
law, answerable for them tothe pubs | 
tic. ‘Lhis is not only, then, a new 
ofhte, attached to the Secretary of ; 
State, butit isa new source of patron. | 
age and power; and, though 1 do not } 
| 

t 


»» 





$6 aeliv ¢ benevolence’ 


with 


A A A OB te 


helievo that your Lordship would 
make use ef this power for any cor- 
rupt purpose, f know that yon most | 
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ris 


Margaret’s Parish, for instance, or 
Chelsea Parish, to boons of this sort; 
any more than the parishes of Man- 
chester, of Middleton, ef Glasgow, 


ior of any other? No, mv Lord, it 


isnot by hoons of this sort; it is not 
by what iscalled * active benevolence?” 
that this nation is to be relieved, or 


‘that it is fo receive any thing even to 


mitigate iis sufferiugs. The stores, 
thus given away, must be paid for out 
of.the public taxes, and the money 
given in subscriptions must be deduct. 
ed from the means of paying rates. 
The misery to the poor, and the ruin 
among: sttho. middle classesare generat, 
and to general evils, ceneral remedies 
must be applied, for they admit of no 
other, 

What his Royal Highness may mean 
hy .the “ native energy of the coun- 
* fry,’ it would perhaps be presump- 
tnuous in a vulgar man to affect to 
comprehend; but, if a vulgar man 
may be ,permitted to state his doubts 
upon the subject, TE would take the 
liberty to observe, that every thing 
connected with trade, commerce, 
manufactures, agriculture, and even 
science, must depend, ina great mea- 
sure, for its prosperity, npon politi. 
cal and civil institutions and regula- 
tions; and that [ am not aware of 
any thing belonging to our natures 
capable of struggling against the pres- 
sure of that heavy load of taxes, 
whieh we have now to support. 
Therefore, my Lord, [ place no ree 
liance upon this “ naftoe energy,” un- 


>. lessin as far as it may be exerted in 
‘legally and peaceably endeavouring 


to obtain that Reform in the Com- 


-mons’ House of Parliament, to which 


‘{ think we are entitled, and to which 
[ have looked tor more than eleven 
years, as the only means of restoring 
the nation to happiness. 

His Roval Highness next speaks of 
‘the interna! situation of the country 
in these words. **[ doubt not, you 


teave this dispensation to other hands.) > «* will feel a gust indignation at the 

and that I cansee no security oti i*¢ attempts which have been made to- 

ever agalast a very cross abuse of it, take advantage, of the distresses of 
t+ ee : 


Resides, my Lore, that right bas 


the country for the purpose of exci- 
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“ringa spirit of sedition and violence.” 
He afterwards speaks of the arts em- 
loved to seduce the peepie, 

Now, my Lord, this never can } 
meant to apply to these, who arte 
heen speaking and wiiting in the 
eanse of Parliamentary Reform ; be- 
cause, in the first place, the cause of | 


Fenrvusty 
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| 





t 


parliamentary reform has had nothing | 


at all te do with the seavons, ‘That 
cause has been on foot for forty years , 
it has, 


wright, at least, never slept one single , 


hour during those forty years, 


in the hands of Major Cart- | 


' 


; 
' 


’ 
{ 


‘ 


There | 


were just as much zeal and industry | 
employed upon the subject twenty! 


five years ago, as at this day. iT 
was supported through the war 
as well as now in peace. No advan- 
tage Whatever has been taken of 
the season, and of this your Lordship | 
must be well assured, if you will but 
candidly look back to the proceedings | 
of the Reformers for the last three’ 
years in particular. And what arts | 
have any of us, who write and speak, ° 

made use of to seduce any body? Our | 
secrets are kept as close as those which | 
an old man tells to a young wile! 
They have been uttered from the 
house-top. They have been spoken at 
public meetings; they have been writ- 
ten with the writers’ names. 
have been published at Licensed Presses. 
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unable, utterly unable, to seduc 
body: 
‘As to me, though I am what iA/r. 


awson calls a *“* vulgar’ man, | 
take great care never to utter a ser/¢- 
tious word, or a word calculated te 
produce violence. On the contrary, I 
defy the Attorney General, and even 
the Devil himself, to produce: from 
my writtgs any one essay, which is 


' not written in the spirit of peace, and 


which does not tend to encourage 
patience and fortitude in the people. 
Not, indeed, peace towards the vile 
and wicked wretches, who have em- 
ployed the press for the purpose ef 
misrepresenting and calumniating the 
people, and for that of causing them 
to distrust and persecute and murder 
each other. ‘Towards these mean 
wretches I have, and 1 can have, no 
feeling but that of hatred, and I have 
spoken of them in the spirit of hatred 
ac cordingly. 
sut, my Lord, as the tree is known 
| by its fruit, so are our “ arts” known 
hy their effects, which are the fruits 
of actions. I repeat, then, for the 
twentieth time, that meetings for Re- 
form have been uniformly attended 
with peace and tranquillity. In no one 
instance has a reform meeting pro- 


They ; duced a single breach of the peace. 


Very different wasethe effect of the 


they have been stamped and regis- | Church and King Meetings stirred up 


tered by public ofhcers. ‘These are! 
wonderful secrets / 
that the reformers have. 
the arts, if Reformers use arts. At 
public meetings men of all parties may 
speak. Mien of all parties may write. | 
Those who have most truth on their} 
side must finaly prevail. What need, 


then, can there be to fear either ora- 


tors or penmen ; untess they have truth | 


on their side ? ‘The Keformers have no 
power other than which is given them 
by truth and reason; and, shall they 
not make use of these? We have no 
money to hire writers or speakers.’ We 
“2¥@ no persons to keep up posting- 
Jills which are calculated to serve our 
vause. We have no means of bribery 


er corruption, and of course, we are 





| 


| 
| 
| 


| 
) 


by ** The Loyal Association et the 


Yet, these are all | Crown and Anchor against Repudb- 
These are ; “ dicans and Levellers.” 


Those meet- 
ings led to burnings in effigy; to the 
fring and pulling down of houses; to 
the ducking of people in herse=pepes 5 

and to all sorts of outrages ; and, it is 
remarkable enough, that Downes in 
the Strand, who was printer to that. 
famous Society, is also the printer of 


the libellous Posting-Bill against Mr. 
Hunr, of the history of which Bul 
your Lordship will, probab’ y, by this 


time, have heard the particulars, and 

very interesting particulars they wt!! 

be found to be. 
Therefore, my 


Lord, 1 wish his 


Royal Highness had been advised to 
iu this part of his 


express himself, 
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speech morein particulars ; for T sub- 
mit to your Lordship, whether it be 
not liable to produce a bad effect, for 
half a millien of men, who nate 
met peaceably to petition for Reform, 
to suppose themseives designated 
under appellations so little honour- 
able to them either as Englishmen, or as 
human beings. For, my Lord, though 
they may, by some pe roms be called 
+ the eulgar,” and regarded as not 
capable of comprehending high sub- 
jects, they have hearts to feel, and, 
they cannot but recollect too, that it 
was men in their rank of life, yea, 
their fathers, brothers, sons aad kin- 
dred, who fought and bicd in those 
battles, of which the Speech culogizes 
the * glorious result.” They cannot 
but know and reflect on these things. 
They know, too, that “ vulgar?’ as 
hey are, they were not thanght too 
vulgar to be called out into the Army 
of Reserve, the Militia, the Local 
Militia, the Levy-en-Mass, the Volun- 
teers, in defeuce of the country ; and, 
if your Lordship say, as [say, that it 
was their duty to come forth in these 
capacities, L hope, and, indeed, [ am 
sure you will be too just to say, that 
they have no right to meet and to pe- 
tition for whatever they may deem 
the birth-right of Pnglishinen. There 
may be, as there have been, men to 
call us the %* Sztnish Multitude,” and 
to say, that we have ** no business 


“ withthe Laws dut to obey them ;” | 
'these corrupt writers, to endeavour 


but your Lordship is not one ef those 
men 3; and, ata moment when a cor- 
dial union of us, heart and hand, is 


wanted to save cven the remnants of 
I do feel contident,’ 


our prosperity, 
that your Lordship will not yield to 
the suggestions of those men, be they 
ar lio they may, who think contemptu- 
Or: “ly of the people. 

Thepeople, ny Lord, are ‘not so 

pid as some’ persous linagine them 
to be. I find no people really tgno- 
rant, but those who despise, or affect 
to despise the mass of tie people 
‘lhe people read, they talk, they think, 
and misery sharpens their understand. 
ings. They know well, tial * oud. 
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‘‘ var” as they are, they pay their 
full sliare of faxes. They are not told 
this for their information; for they 
kuow it well.’ Yet are they docile 
and good-humoured. ‘They discover 
no impatience, much less “an ¢gnorant 
** imputience.” They are brave, loyal, 
and industrious, and all they want to 
make them prosperous, happy and 
contented, is, in my opinion, that 
voice in choosing members of party. 
ment, to which [ think, and to which 
most of them think, they are entitled, 

Such being the real state of the case, 
my Lord, I was grieved to read the 
close of his Royal Highness’s Speech, 
and [ deeply lament, that he was not ad- 
vised to hold a language less expressive 


of his displeasure. Every one wishes the § 


peace to be preserved, except, indeed, 
the writers in (he corrupt newspapers, 
who are seeking to foment dispute 
and to produce, it appears to me, ciril 
carnage. Lt seems, indeed, neat to 
impossible, that they can have any 
other object in view. For, they no 
where sce any riots, any disturbances, 
any viulences, any breaches of th: 
peace, where there are Mectings for 
Reform ; and, which ts very curtous, 
since these meetings have taken place, 
and have excited hope i in the bosons 
of the peuple, even the Luddites have 
ceascd their depredations. And, 
when this is as ‘* nutorious as the 
“Sun at noon-day,”-is it not auda: 
cious and wicked to the last degree iu 


to attribute to the Reformers a desir 
to disturb the public peace, and 1 
carty their point by force of arins: 
The people, my Lord, want dread 
They are, in Lancashire aud: sever! 
other Counties, nearly upon the point 
of starving! This is no exaggeration 
[ am ible, at the bar of the Lord: 
if you -please, to prove what I say 
in the most rigorous sense of th 
words. Good God! What a stafe! 
this for Englishmen to be browzht te 
Say, that the evil cannot, all at one: 
be remedied. But, my Lord, it c 


be softened by keeping hope “alive 
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happy countrymen ; for, ° vulgar”? as 
they may be, they are our country- 
men, aod they have blood in. their 
reins, and hearts in their bosoms.— 

‘hey have the feelings of parents and 
of children, aud have as much right 


| to seek to preserve life and enjoy hap- 


piness as Daniel Stewart and John 
Walter, or any body else. In such a 
ease one ounce of conciliation is worth 


| aton of menace; and yet it is at this 


moment, at this dismal moment, when 
there are, probably, millions who 
open their eyes ia the morning without 
knowing where to look for a break- 
fast, that the writers in the Covrier 
and the ‘Timers are calling forthe enact- 
ment of laws of the most rigorous and 
cruel description! These men, who 
were incessant in their cries for the 
blood of the brave Marshal Ney, 
really seem to thirst for the blood of 
the people of England. They seek to 
make riots and plots, and to set all 
the nation in a flame. If they should 
succeed, woeful indeed will be the 
consequences. If once they blow the 
embers into a blaze, the land will be 
covered with desolation and mourning. 
Only think, my Lord, of the despair 
of millions of men, to whom death is 
nearly as welcome as the morning 
light! What deeds one mind is capa- 
ble of devising, when it is at war with 
the world, some poet has described ; 

what, then, must be the consequences 
of thousands and hundreds of thou- 


sands of minds, all at one time in this | 


horrible state! 

It was from considerations like these, 
that’ I was led to hove fer something 
very conciliatory in the Speech of his 
Royal Highness, and that I still cling 
to the hope, that the Parliament will 
listen with patience to the prayers of 
the people, and not reject them, at any 
rate, without givirg to the Bill, which 


I know will be moved for, ail that | 


attention anc discussion, which the 
subject so Ieudly ard seo reasonably 
bespenks. As to the 
the 


they appear to me 


Fyeertany 1; 


inns 
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Amendments to | 
Address, which are reported to) 
have been moved by Mr. Ponsonay, | 
te have been of very. 
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little importance. ‘The.mass of the 
people feel no interest in them, ‘They 
go merely to state whatall the world 
knows; namely, that it is impossible 
to meet the expenditure on its present 
scale. They might have gone much 
further in this way. They might have 
argued and shown, that the Revenue 
would not, in future, meet the Dedé 
without a cessation of that thing, hue 
morously called ** the Sinking und.” 
jut, we want no ghost to tell us this. 
We see, indeed, that it is now acknowe- 
ledged, that the system can.no longer 
go on entire ; but this the Prince has 
pretty plainly and very wisely, told 
us in his Speech; and, 2f the bold 
language of Mr. Vaysitrant, at the 
opening of the last Session, when he 
said, that am Englishman must be dase 
who would not prefer the éhen situa- 
tion of England to the situation of 
England in 1792; if this speech could 
ve forgotten, we might feel compassion 
for that gentleman at this moment. 
But, my Lord, } cannot conclude 
the history of Tuesday without netic- 
ing an expression or two, which the 
newspapers have ascribed to Mr. 
Dawson, relative to the debt and the 
taxes, which are as follows : % Jt 
‘should be recollected, that the go- 
‘¢ vernment and the people had great 
‘¢ aud imperious duties to perform ; 
‘and it became the people to cone 
*¢ sider, that, in encouraging and in exe 
© citing the government (6 prosecute 
“6 the late arduous contest, aud also in 
© parlicip Ali ing the glor! Les which marked 
‘* the progress and result of that cone 
“ test, they were dound palient/y to Lear 
** the burthens, and honestly to discharge 
*¢ the debts, which, through that contest, 
‘“* were inevitably contracted.” Now, 
my Lord, though I do not like to ac- 
cuse any gentlemen, and particularity 


a member of parliament, of theft, 
nor do I know, indeed, but it has 
been the newspaper editors, who 


have, upon this eccasion, as well as 
upon many others, committed spolia- 
tions upon me, still, | must, and I do, 
in the name of literary honesty, (il 
ever such a thing existed) and is tue 
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face of this whole nation, most so-| 
lewanly own, and most firmly grasp 
hold of, this passage as “my property. 
and I hereby detain it assuch. Why! 
my Lord, I have put these words in 
black print, aud as far a3 I know, 
marked them by italics, at least one 
hundred times; andupon what ground 
they have been appropriated by ano- 
ther, with so little ceremony, f am at 
a loss to discover; unless. it be that J, | 


}that ever existed, 


[136 


ment o€ their object, they must be the 
most niggardly and sneaking vagaboudi 
to grudge the last 
farthing of those fortunes, the whole oi 
which they had pledged, seeing that the 
vovernment, so far from asking for their 
lives, did wot seem to desire to hart a 


} single hair of their heads? But, it ap- 


pears pretty clear, that the ** vu/gar," 


could be under vo such piedge, seeing 
that they were incapable of compre. 





being one of the ** vulgar,” am habie 
to be plundered with impunity, hav- 
jug, at the best, no other means of 
redress than that of suing ia forma pau- 
However, as it is a rule, 
amongst us of the vulgar, that a man 
may take his own wherever he finds 
it, L hereby lay hold on this passage, 
which E have found im the Morning 
Chronicle. This passage I have re- 
peated, tilk I have been ashamed of 
the repetition. [f had left it of; 
dung it out, as a drayman does an 
exhausted quid of tobacco; and the 
soeech-writer of the Morning Chro- 
nicle has péckedit up, and put it in 
the mouth of Mr. Dawson. 

Seriously, my Lord, if you have done 
me the honour to read what [ write, how 
efteo did IL say, about the time when 
Napoleon was sent to Elba, that now 

the Meeters at the Mansion House, the 
Aadressers in the Counties and from 
she Quarter Sessions, the Addressers in 
the great towns and manulacturing dis- 


tricts, the Addressing Yeomanry, the | 


i hending such topics. Therefore, upoa 
this point, there will, | imagine, be no 
dispute at all. The oa/gar being lett 
out ef the question, [ have not the 
smallest objection to say that the /2fe 
and forlune men ought to bear their 
burdens patiently, and to pay their debts 
to the utmast farthing of their means. 
In conclusion, my Lord, as much has, 
in different places, and by different per- 
sons, been said about “the Demagogues,” 


i who have harangued at the Parliamen- 


tary Reform Meetings, I beg leave to 
observe, thai a “ demagoguc” means, 
ip its true sense, aman, who, under the 
false pretence of intending tu assist, or 
serve, the people, gets jato possession of 


] public money, or rather publi¢ plunder. 


In short, a demagogue is, or would be, 
a public robber; a wretch, gorged, ot 
fwishing to be gorged, somehow of 
other, with the public wealth, a politi- 
cal leech, who is sucking, or has sucked, 
or is trying to suck, the blood of the 
' Commonwealth; a base wretch, who, 
rather than not fatten upon the public 
spoil, would set the whole nation toge 





whole body of the Cérg:; in short, all + ther by the ears and see them cut sith 


those whe urged the government to xo: 


other's throats. Such a miscreant wil? 


to war, to persevere in the war, to re-j talk se loudly and with such apparent 
new the war, and to re-renew the war, { sincesity about the goud of the people 


and to hire foreign troops, in order to 
assist in dethroning Napoleon a second 
uae, and in restoring the Dourbons 


ia France, how often have I said, that 
all these persons ought to bear tiie bur- 


then of taxes patiently, and t» pay the} or the king, 


aud about his attachment to the Royal 
Family, and, he will express so much 
horior at what he calls disloyal lan- 


‘again and again, andto keep up an army + guage, that many good men are deceived 


by his harangues. But the greedy cor- 
morant, whether he talk of the people 
whether he profess frien:- 


interest of the debt honestly; how often’ ship to the first or the last, he has pub- 


buve I said, that having pledged their$lic plunder in view; 


and, 


dives and fortunes for the, resecution of} nothing puts him so much in a rage as 
those efforts which tend to cut off, of 
‘kessen, his means of obtaining and secu- 
ny xposiug his frauds 


so glorious a war, and haviog toasted 
oxen and ye: and piveu féfes to Cid 
Blucher to celebrate the acccomplish- 


ring that plunder, by 


therefére, _ 
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jand iis atrocities, A demagogne; that change of the Ministry. All the Meetings 


the FP isto say, atrue demazogue, when he | have carefully avoided this sort of inde- 
ada finds himself opposed by facts or argu-|{ cency, in spite of the attempts of some 
ast [ ents, which he can neither contro- { of: that wiperous faction, called whivs, 
Of & yert mor set up, any plausible answer] who havestill, notwithstanding the uni- 
the HB to, is sure. to ** fall foul,” as the sail- | versal detestation in which they are held, 
eit He ors call if, of bis adversaries, that is} been endeavouring to tir the popular 
ta to say, to load them with all sorts of} tide to the account of their own selfish- 
ap- ahuse ; toimpute motives to them which | ness. j 

r."" Bithey never entertained, and which ws Seeing that this a trne account of 
ing [EP knows that they never entertained ; the proceedings of the Reformers, i can- 


re- BB calumopiate then, and to expose ak not help regretting that an amendment, 
00 if possible, to ulter ruin, and even to} in the tollowing words, which, as appears 
no & personal destruction, But, my Lord, | from the wewspapecs, was moved on 
left Bethe sure and certain mark, by which} Wednesday ‘night, by the gallant Lora 
the B you shall know a true demagogue, is| Cocurane, should bave found NO 
life PB this; though he is eacessiv ely malignant | ONE even to SECOND it !—*“ That, 
veit Band loud in his abuse; though he raves | “ this Louse has taken a view of the 
cbts BF and foams like a storia, while be is as-|** public proceedings, throughout the 
se sailing his adversaries, he is as cowardly | “ country, by these persons, whe have 
has, as he is unjust and cruel, and always; ‘ met to petition for a Reform of this 
per- BB itakes speeial care to make his attacks |  Flouse, and that, in justice to those 
es,” Bi bchind the backs of those adversaries !— | “ persons as well as to the people at 
yen- Oh! bow big and bold he looks then! | « large, and for the purpose of convince 
> to Be How heswaggers! Liow pompously he | * ing the people that this House wishes 
ans, Btalks! But, put him in the face of those | * to entertain and encourage no misre- 
the adversaries, let him meet them foot to / presentation of their honest intentions, 
, or Bfoot, and he sinks down his head, and | * this [louse, with great humility, beg 
n of Bhides his face as if it were pelted at with | « leave to assure his Royal Highness, that 
der. JPmud or rotten eggs. “they have not beeu able to discover 
| be, Now, my Lord, these are the signs by | “ one single instance, iu which meetings 
, ot Brhich you shall know a true demagogue, | “* to petition for parliamentary Reform 

of BPvith this addition, that, if he be empty, | “ have been accompanied with any 
itis JRand wants filling, he is always abusing | *¢ attempt to disturb the public trao- 
ked, the King’s ministers and bawling for a} * quillity; and this Tlouse further beg 
the [Bciange of them, in order, as he pretends, “leave to assure his Royal High- 
who, Be bring more wisdom and talent to the | * ness, that in order to prevent the 
blic service of the Cowntry, but as he really | “ necessity of those rigorous meas 
oges Means, in order to get something fur; “sures, which are contemplated ia 
each [phimself. Ifat any of the Public Meetings | ** the latter part of the speech of his 
wilt for Reform, your Lordship bas perceiv- | Royal Highness, this House will take 
rent —§¢d any persons of this description, then | “ into their carly consideration the pra. 
eople Blhose meetings have been attended by | * pricty of abolishing siuecures and un- 
oyal BDemagogues. But, my Lord, not one! “ merited pensions and grants, the re- 
such Jick man have I observed at any of | ** duction of the civil list, and of all sa- 
lan- [§ttose meetings. In all the Speeches and | « laries which are now disproportionate 
ived Beesolutions and Petitions that [ have: “to the services, avd especially, that 
cor. Miltad, truth, sinceréty, fairness have been: “ they will take intu their cousi- 
opie the main characteristics; free and open * deration the Reform of this House, 
end. (§¢scussion has every where been invited; ‘ * ay reeably to the laws and constitution 
pub- FP sirictly peaceable and orderly conduct ‘of the land, this Touse beivg de- 
fore, HF been observed; aud in uo one! “ cidecly of opiniou that justice and 
ve as Mslance have any of the speakers at-: “ humanity, as well as policy, call at 
or Meinpted to interfere with the just prevo- |“ this time of universal distress, for 
pilives of the Crown éy calling for a'** mecasuics of conciliation, and not 








Pe ape pe 





Ne ee 





159] 


lLeterr TO Lore Sinwourn. 





f 180 






















v of rigour, towards 2 people who haye } was resolved vwpon,  4’¢ huve resolved to sxe. re 
« made so many and such great sacii- nvoriulize tlw Treasury, praying for a suspension 
* fices, aud who are now suffering, in iy Collection of devtsted Tages : 
; “* cousequence of those Sacrifices, al! Phe Vestry was held in St. Nicttoras; ; 
** (he calamities with which a nation can ‘cour ' , " 
«* be atgicted.” Tie Resovutrons.—“* Tivat the increase) By 
+ Not one word. my Lord. is there Pa and increasing numbers and wecessities of FE 
ai Oa - seaabes yl d wr IS ENCE |e the poor of this parish, forma sebject of FE 
here, which is not TRUB as to the} the most serious alarm to the inhabitatiis 
conduct of the Reformers. And yet, “ thereof. That the eause of this frigithy BD 
no one to second the motion! ‘lhere- Z ene ta to be oe ve nn i pees ; 

. , . ated pressure oO axatton, a@ taxation EB 
fore the motion was 20/ piel } Not O72 Lu hich, in its insatiable cravings, swallows & 
member to second the gallant. and | « up the ineans of honourable employmen Fy 
faithful Lord Cochrane ! Well, my | * tur the incustrions, strips the pour of they } 
Lord. we will not despair; nor will |‘ scanty means of existence, and threatens Fe | 
we even be discouraged : hall * those who lave hitherto been able to pre. 

eo a 9 MOr sha & serve their stations in the middle ranks of { 

any of the arts of miscreant demas. | « society, with immediate rain and beggar), / 

gogucs seduce us from coolly, steadie | * Thatto ease the country of this destructive Bg 

, ly, legally and loyally pursuing our y preaere “ the nthe! oy only we oresng F te 
. +2, . ‘* course to be pursued, 1f we would save it 

: ; object. Like raved true-hearted leader, ‘* from Maataos misery, confusion, and de. i 

| Major Cartwright, we will persevere, | golation. That though this vestry cannot fl 

through good report and evil report, |‘ deny the imperions necessities, and just th 
rr: bearing all things, suffering all things ; 7 — ~ peg: song of the woes. ce ~~ au. th 

4 ° agitional rate for tue maimtenance, it can- 

. and we will not doubt, that unless “ not overlook the inability which many of be 
af we can be shown, by the powers of | the householders labour tunder to pay thie be 
c reaton, to be in error, Our cause wil] | “ amount of the assessments heretofore de- of 
ie finally triumph. ‘© manded. en pit ye ge 17 

| : . « of preceeding, which presents itself to this . 
in the hop! ? that I shall live to see | Vestry. for re ng turther progress wil 
your Lordship a friend of this canse, | « of panperism, and of enabling many whi the 

' and in a hearty detestation of those | * are now tottering on its brink, to preserve — 
, wo take advantage of the distresses | their station in society, (the only course 
Ff of the nation to make attacks upon |” which offers itself to our adoption) appears 

rity: rae = “ 1+€ to be an earnest appeal to the Government 
r the Ministry for the purpose of Setting “ to forbear for a season, at least, the collec. ] 
fet their places and emoluments, I re- | “ tion of some part of the taxes—-That the 

, main, with the greatest respect, i only taxes which we can flatter ourselves 

» yr f ‘with a hope that Government will be j 

pe Your Lordshi,.’s most obedient “ prevailed upon to relinguish, and thow & Mee 
ee ‘which, in proportion to their amounal, n¢ 
He And most humble servant, } ** seem best at AAT to afford the relic F 
4 Ww». Cospetr. |“ proposed, appear to this Vestry to be the 
| ‘ assessments on Dwelling Honses,—Tiiat 
; —_—— ‘cin furtherance of i a Petition . 
© Memorial, from this Vestry, be transmitted 
‘3 P. S.—Pray, my Lord, read the follow- | « to tie Lords of his Majesty's Treasury. 

‘ ing, which I have just received from Li- |“ praying them to give orders for a disco": ne 
$ verpool :— ‘© tinnance of all forcible collection of the 
; “ assessments on dwelling-houses, until te 
Ge: Liverpool, 28th January, 1817 ‘© inhabitants of this parish are better a)¢ Lirg 
| Sins We have this day had our Special |“ to sustain their pressure.—That the Pe! Re 
Vestry, for the purpose of jncreasing the |‘ tion now read be adopted, and that it be \ 
Poor Rates, and, as you will perceive by the | signed by the Clerk of the Vestry ov 0 Meet 
underwritten, something of a novel natnre | * half of the Meeting.” lo be 
: | have 
. me, | 
~_ —~—————— Fs yo 
Entered at Statfoners’ wall. 4 
ral, 


Printed by Hay and Tursxen, No, 11, Newcastle Strect, Strand; Pablished by Wm. Cots , 


getr, Jun. Nv. 8 Catherine Street, Strand; and Retailed at No. 19%, Strand; wheitlort 
ail Counnuvieatious (post paid) uddressed to the Editor, are requested to be forwardee 


‘ati 





